                                    CUMBERLAND SHOW – A BRIEF HISTORY

 

· The show was first held in 1832 as a meeting of farmers. It was originally called a society gathering and the first is believed to have been at Carlisle Sands.
· It was originally held in the spring but by 1839 it had been moved to September 19 at Castle Field for the East Cumberland Agricultural Society.
· By the show’s 60th year in 1892 it was called the Cumberland Show and was held in a field with grandstands off Warwick Road. The date had been brought forward to August 11, with £132 being taken on the gate that year.
· In the very early days, a post-show dinner was a major part of the event. 

· In the 1800s interest in the show was boosted by several visits of the Royal Show to Carlisle.
· Post 1900, the show remained off Warwick Road and for some time it was held at the rugby ground.
· There was talk of merging with the Brampton Show and in 1938 the Cumberland Show was held in Brampton.
· After the Second World War, the show established itself in Bitts Park on a Thursday in July and it went from strength to strength.
· Almost 26,000 attended the event in 1964, which was five times the number in 1948. This was despite it continuing to be held on a Thursday.
· In 1965, the show had a covered grandstand seating 1,000 spectators, with 30 police officers on duty. The event lasted 12 hours from 8.30am to 8.30pm, followed by a dance. The secretary that year sent 16,000 letters in setting up the show.
· With the show growing, there was talk in the mid-60s of moving to a bigger site or expanding to two days but farmers were against the idea. 
· The show moved from Bitts Park to Rickerby Park in 1991, at the same time changing from Thursday to Saturday.
· In 2009, the Cumberland Show was cancelled on police advice for safety reasons after prolonged wet weather left the showground in danger of being flooded. The only previous cancellations had been for war or foot and mouth.
· The 2010 show is relocated to Carlisle Racecourse.
